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nent admitted on bond, » be exported 
free of transit duty ? Would any thing 
ihort of insurrection be the consequence i 
Are the inhabitants of Ireland ten prone 
to acts of violence when roused by hun- 
ger, than the English I If not, what must 
be expected ? 

Tour Memorialists beg leave to say that 
a repeal of the transit duty on foreign 
linens would be a violation of the Act of 
Union ; When that act took place the duty 
was S3 and a-third, but that law having 
been suffered to expire about the year 
1809, the most ruinous effects were the 
consequence to the linen trade of Ireland, 
until another law was passed, viz. the 50th 
of the King, chap. 26 ; since which the 
trade has revived, and which Memorialists 
are decidedly of opinion is not more than 
sufficient to protect the trade ; but to a- 
bolish that, would be the destruction of 
this province. 

Your Memorialists are aware that the 
British or other merchants can export linen 
from Bremen, &c. free of duty, to which 
Memorialists have no objection, being well 
aware that can but seldom take place, to 
the market for which they are ultimately 
intended, as an assorted cargo cannot be 
obtained there, and an entire cargo of 
linens would glut almost any market ; con- 
sequently, the great anxiety of the British 
export merchant for the repeal of the tran- 
sit duty; although they are well aware 
that they must pay more for foreign linens 
in London even with the' repeal of that 
law, than the same could be exported for 
from the continent. Memorialists are told 
that the Americans, prior to the present 
war, carried the linen* of the continent to 
what markets they pleased, fret •/ Jut). 
This Memorialists deny. ' ' The American* 
carried German linen* to their mv» cmntty, 
on which a duty was always paid ; of late 
years it h.is been 30 per cent, and ten per 
tent, ou that duty. If exported within*u*/*« 
tenths, the exporter was entitled to draw 
back the 30 per cent, subject to some small 
deduction, tut net the lO per cent. The 
freight and insurance were consequently 
higher oa a long voyage than to London ; 
and in America, store-rent, cartage, and 
all charges, are more expensive than in 
Britain : eo that the advantages gained by 
the American merchant over the English, 
are very trifling, if any. The other ar- 
gument- made use of is, that the export 
•""chant cannot assort his cargo without 
German -.Linens, for the Spanish and other 
n»arkeu: to which Memorialists reply, 



that tbey may as well complain that they 
cannot assort their cargo unless the Bri- 
tish Government will admit the woollen* of 
Holland and France into England to be ex- 
ported free of transit doty; also, French 
silks, gloves, and every other article al- 
ready enumerated as German linens ; and 
Memorialists are well informed, and do 
believe, that the Woollen cloths of Hol- 
land and France have a decided prefer- 
ence, (although higher priced,) in' the 
French, Spanish and Danish Settlements to 
those of British manufacture. But tie 
British export merchant well knows bbV 
vain it would be for bim to apply for'a, 
repeal of the prohibitory laws for the pro- 
tection of that staple branch : and must 
the staple of Ireland, the only manufacture 
this country has brought to any perfection, 
be sacrificed rb theory, whilst the manu, 
factures of Britain are wisely protected? r 
Tour Memorialists look with confidence 
to your Honourable Board for that protec- 
tion and support which alone can protect 
this province from destruction. 



ILLEGAL TOLL*. 

At the present period, when a resolu- 
tion appears to be general jn several parts 
of the country, to investigate the illegal- 
ity of claims made for toll* in the town 
of Belfast, it may be useful to subjoin the 
following statement of the law on this sub- 
ject. 

It is said, that the inhabitants of Mary- 
borough, also, are determined to resist 
the illegal demand of rolls in that town, 
and to compel the burgomaster or chief 
magistrate to comply with the law, and a* 
is required, to hang up at the Market, 
house a schedule of the tolls. All tolls 
demanded in any fair, town, city, or bo- 
rough, not specified in the charter, are 
illegal, and, for such illegality, the charter 
is liable to be forfeited. 

K And whereas great abuses have pre- 
vailed in cities and towns corporate in thi* 
kingdom by the exacting of several un- 
reasonable and excessive toils of corn, 
grain, and other goods and merchandizes, 
not warranted by law, charter, or usage j 
for remeily whereof, be it enacted by the 
authority aforesaid, that the mayor or 
other chief magistrate of every city or 
town corporate, shall cause a schedule ot 
the duties, toll or customs claimed by 
the corporation »f such city or town cor* 
porate, to be bung up in some conspicipu* 
part of the matket-houae or market- 
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homes of such city or town corporate on 
every market-day, for one month next 
ensuing every Michaelmas day; and in 
case ot neglect to to do, such mayor or 
other chief magistrate shall for every such 
neglect, forfeit a penalty of £.10 sterling, 
to be recovered in a summary way, by 
civil bill at the next Assizes, by any per- 
aoa or persons who shall sue for the same." 
1st year Geo. III. vol 7, chap. 25. p. 900. 

*» And be it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforesaid, that if any officer of any 
corporation, farmer of tolls, or toll gather- 
er, shall exact from, or compel any per- 
son, or persons to pay any duty, toll, cus- 
tom, or perquisite, not mentio»ed or com- 
prised in such schedule, to be hung up 
as aforesaid ; such officer, farmer of tolls, 
or toll gatherer, shall for every such of- 
fence, forfeit the sum of £5 sterling; 
to be recovered by civil bill at the next 
Assizes, by any person from whom any 
unlawful duty, toll, custom, or perquisite 
•ball be so exacted — Ibid. 

" And whereas the progress of the 
linen manufacture has been, in many 
places, retarded by a scarcity of fuel, 
be it enacted. by the authority aforesaid, 
that all turf, furze,- and timber in faggot, 
for. fuel, shall pass into and through every 
city and town free from all toll, custom 
or perquisite whatsoever, claimed J>y any 
officer or member of such city or town." — 

It*. 

« No Toll, &c. for flaxseed, hempseed, 
flax, hemp, or cotton, or cloth made there- 
of, or kelp, pot-ashes, wheels, reels, hack- 
les, or loom*, for being brought to, or 
kept in market or fair, or crossing bridges, 
or passing through any city or place 
(turnpike excepted) penalty 40s."— 3 Geo. 
HI. c 31, p. 20. 

«* Fairs and markets »re such franchises 
as may be forfeited if the owners hold 
them contrary to charter, as by continuing 
them longer than the charter admits, by 
disuser, and by extortion of fees and du- 
ties, where none are due, or more than is 
justly due." — 2 Jmt, 220; Finch 164; 2 
Jaui 207. 

" No toll shall be paid for any thing 
brought to the fair or market, before the 
same is sold, unless it be by custom time 
out of mind; and, upon such sale, the 
toll is to be paid by the buyer."— 2 
/««. 821. 

«* The owners and governors of fairs 
must take care that every thing be sold 
kyjutt weight aud measure, and may for 



that purpose appoint a clerk of the fair 
or market, who is to mark and allow the 
same, and can take reasonable and just 
fees."— 4 Jit.. 474} Afoor 523 > 1 HsU. 
327. Bur&t'i eate. 

By 25 Henry VI. " no custom for good* 
is to be taken in the king's highway or 
elsewhere, but in cities, boroughs or mar* 
ket towns, where they are bought or 
sold, or brought to be sold, and where 
there is authority to take it. Penalty 20*. 
for every penny, two-thirds to the king, 
and one-third to the party." — 1 Stat. «* 
large, 6. Perfttual. 

The following address has appeared from 
Hugh Fitzpatrick on li's liberation after 
suffering an imprisonment of 1 8 months, 
on being convicted of a libel alleged 
to have been contained in a note in the 
Second Part of the Statement of Penal 
Laws against the Catholics of Ireland. 
Mr. Hugh Fitzpatrick, Printer and 
Book-seller, Capel-street, returns his heart- 
felt thanks to his friends and the public, 
for their unremitting, and almost unparal- 
leled kindness towards him and his fami- 
ly, during bis protracted imprisonment 
of eighteen months in Newgate — a' kind- 
ness testified by soothigg visits, marked 
preferences, and substantial benefits, from 
the virtuous and the liberal of all ranks 
and classes, and of every religious com- 
munity. 

They will rejoice to learn, that he hat 
returned to the society of his family, and 
the prosecution of his long established 
trade, with renovated health and unabated 
spirits ; gladdened, in iiis declining years, 
by the general manifestation of personal 
regard, which he can attribute only to the 
public sympathy with his fate, and the 
public interest in the cause of religion* 
freedom. 

The righteousness of this great cause, 
and the consciousness of bis own inno- 
cence, would have amply solaced him un- 
der privations, even more cruel, than those 
which be has had the honour to undergo- 
But to Providence, as his main support, 
be owes gratitude unutterable, that the 
inexorable rigour of his mighty prosecu- 
tors has exhausted itself, and finally passed 
away, without the power of inflicting 
mischief upon his establishment, humilia- 
tion upon bis. condition, or (as be trusts) 
a blemish upon his good name. 

Whilst, therefore, be looks back unoa 



